Jrue Holiday 

Jrue is a good but not great athlete who is clearly better off playing with the ball right now than he is off the ball. Holiday is a cerebral player who plays under control with the ball and seems to excel at penetrating instead of spotting up to rely on his jumper which is shaky right now. 

The impact Collison is having on his game is twofold, on offense Collison serves as the primary ball handler, taking away Holiday’s most important attribute right now. However, on defense Collison allows Holiday to anticipate passes and jump in passing lanes thanks to Collison’s good defense. Holiday is great at jumping into the passing lanes as is, but Collison gives him much more freedom as a freshman. Holiday is a very active defender with quick hands and fits perfectly into Ben Howland’s philosophy, especially considering Holiday is better on the defensive side of the ball right now. 

Holiday has quick feet and hands and seems to take pride in stopping the ball and playing active defense away from the ball which as stated above leads to him jumping into passing lanes. As is the case with the ball in his hands Holiday plays under control on defense and always seems to be in good position to challenge shots or cut off penetration. 

Not very effective as a spot up shooter and seems to push the ball on his jumper instead of releasing it high, which results with him either not getting good bounces off the rim or missing the rim completely. He is much better attacking off of his spot up opportunities and seems to probe his way to the rim with ease. He definitely needs to address the problems with his jumper and spend some time this summer in the gym improving his jumper and especially his range. 

Overall, Holiday needs more time to develop and to show off what he can do as UCLA’s primary ball handler. I think he could be at least a solid point guard, but his good overall defense and ability to play under control and attack the rim suggests that if he develops his jumper he can become a matchup nightmare on both sides of the ball at point guard. He needs a lot of work on his jumper before he could effectively play the role of an offensive shooting guard, but his ability to defend both positions is intriguing. Seems like a nice fit in a half court offense and should he stay at UCLA will be able to showcase his lead guard skills next year.


