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	General Information

	Name
	Tshepo Mesilela

	Age
	24
	Height
	1.75m / 5.74ft

	Weight
	70kg / 154lbs
	Position
	Left Full Back

	Club
	Maccabi Haifa
	Contract Expiry
	

	Fixture
	South Africa v Spain (Confederations Cup Group A)

	Scout
	John Whitty
	Date
	20/06/2009

	



	DEFENDER

	Defending General
	Decent defender, stands his man up well not diving in unnecessarily and recovered his position quickly but wasn’t competitive in the air.

	


	Defensive Heading
	Not a strong header of the ball and never attacked the ball with any great determination. 

	


	Defending 1 v 1
	Stood his man up well down the left flank but was caught too flat footed when on the turn.

	


	Tackling
	His standing tackle was decent but not always strong and determined enough. Quick and strong into sliding challenges, winning the ball cleanly. 

	


	Control
	Very good first touch, preferable on his left side.  

	


	Long Passing
	Got his head up early, playing a well weighted pass into feet.

	


	Short Passing
	His short range passing was generally played forward and accurate into feet.  

	


	Right Foot
	Not comfortable on his right side when passing over long and short distances but was confident with his first touch.

	


	Left Foot
	Very good at passing over short and long distances, generally looks to receive the ball on this side and when attempting to dribble.

	


	
	

	



	TACTICAL ABILITY

	Vision
	Good positional sense, playing at left full back and moved forward to very good effect down the left flank, always offering himself as an option and finding space effectively. Got caught out being too flat footed on two long through balls but showed a good turn of foot in recovering quickly.

	Awareness
	

	Movement Off The Ball
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	


	ATHLETIC ABILITY

	Pace
	Very good pace and stamina levels throughout the game, using these attributes to very good effect, both when going forward and recovering defensively, He worked tirelessly up and down the left flank for his team. Has an athletic physique but showed a lack of strength when losing out physically in a 50/50 dual.

	Sharpness
	

	Mobility
	

	Body Strength
	

	Workrate
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	


	CHARACTER

	Efforts To Win Ball Back
	Big influence for his team down the left flank, showing a positive attitude when going forward but didn’t deter from his defensive duties. Wasn’t competitive enough in any aerial challenges and lost out physically on one notable 50/50 challenge. He showed a good attitude towards the match officials and opposition, never getting into trouble or causing any controversy. 

	Bravery - Physical
	

	Bravery - Mental
	

	Energetic
	

	Leadership
	

	Talkative
	

	Competitive
	

	Team Player
	

	



	ASSESSMENT

	Comments
	Small to medium in height, athletic physique, left footed left full back. He has very good pace and stamina levels with the enthusiasm to get forward and back very quickly down the left flank and has the ability to deliver a telling cross into the box. He is technically very good showing an excellent first touch and close control, passing the ball preferable left footed, short and sharp into feet. When defending in general play he tended to stand his man up effectively but showed poor awareness when getting caught out for being too flat footed on quick through balls but did recover the situations well. He didn’t look comfortable in the air, never attacking the ball with any great determination.  

	

	


	Recommendation
	I have now watched him on two separate occasions and when the opposition allow space down the left flank, he will exploit it to great effect and is a major influence for his team. Generally he does a good job when defending against his man. Playing for current Israeli champions Maccabi Haifa shows he has ability and in my opinion has the right attributes to play in one of Europe’s top leagues and be successful.   

	 

	



