	Laurinaitis                          James                           Ohio State
MLB                     6.8      


	Last Name                        First Name                       College                        Position             Final Grade

  6020                                 240                                                                               N/A                                                                                                                 

	Height                             Weight                                                                         40 speed                                                              

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                 6.5   

	Q.A.B                    6.5            

Quick Feet             6.6         C.O.D.                   6.5        Flexibility              6.5         

Coordination         6.5      
	Laurinaitis uses his toughness, instincts and smarts to overcome any deficiencies that he might have athletically. Is usually moving in the direction of the play before all the other players. Moves very well sideline to sideline. Has quick feet. May have problems with the Chris Johnsons and Darren McFaddens of the NFL world.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                  7.5      

	Toughness             9.0         

Clutch Play            7.0 
Production             8.5 
Consistency           8.0 
Team Player          9.0  
Pride / Quit           8.0  
	Get’s a lot of his toughness from his father, but make no mistake he is all football player. Production is unquestioned after winning the Nagurski and Butkus awards and making every All-America team over the course of his career. Is a team leader and someone his teammates turn to for inspiration and in time of need. Drives legs and buries ball carrier; does try to deliver the big hit from time to time and will miss tackles. 

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                 7.0 

	Learn / Retain         7.0
Inst/Reaction           7.0
Concentration         7.0
	Is very smart and instinctual. Understands blocking schemes and reads and reacts to them like a veteran. Does a great job in coverage and reads the QBs eyes well. Can be overaggressive.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	                                                                 6.7     

	Body Type               6.5
	Durable, has not missed time due to injuries. Has good size for a MLB for either a 4-3 or 3-4 scheme. Is tough and explodes through tackles. Strong, but big, physical Offensive Lineman could give him trouble.

	Durability                7.0
	

	Explosion                6.5
	

	Play Strength          6.5
	

	GDE        CATEGORY     COMMENTS DESCRIPTION    GAMES VIEWED    COMBINE NOTES

	7.0
	Read and React
	Always around the action, seems to know where the play is going before it starts
	L.S.U. (Championship Game)
Michigan (’07)

Penn St. (’07)

Southern California (’08)
Wisconsin (’08)

Michigan State (’08)

Penn State (’08)


	225 REPS                      
VERTICAL JUMP        
BROAD JUMP      
20 SHUTTLE             
60 SHUTTLE

3 CONE                      


	7.0
	Initial Quicks
	Has quick feet and instincts help him get moving before everyone else
	
	

	6.5
	Play Strength
	Strong and physical; will need to gain strength for NFL
	
	

	7.5
	Tackling
	Wraps up more often than not, but goes for the kill sometimes and will miss tackles
	
	

	7.0
	Shed Blocker
	Gets off well when he uses his hands
	
	

	7.5
	Run At Him
	Has good technique and toughness and will break down and wrap up
	
	

	7.0
	Pursuit / Range
	Pursues sideline to sideline and makes plays
	
	

	7.0
	Closing Burst
	His instincts allow him to get near the ball and once there he is able to make plays with adequate speed
	

	6.5
	Zone Coverage 
	Smarts and quickness; reading QBs eyes allow him to make plays in zone
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	7.0
	M / M Coverage
	Able to cover most backs/TEs with his speed and ball skills
	ATH. ABILITY                         6.5
PLAY STR.                               6.5
PLAY SPEED                           6.5
INITIAL QUICK                      7.0
COMPETES                              7.5
INSTINCTS                              7.5

	6.0
	Pass Rush Ability
	Needs work on some moves; but at the same time is not asked to rush much in scheme – burst allows him to get to QB
	

	7.5
	Errors
	Rarely makes mistakes, but will miss tackles being overagressive
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Laurinaitis is a football player. Tough, smart, and instinctual. Good size. Has adequate athletic ability but more than makes up for whatever he might lack athletically with his instincts. Very good in pass coverage. Seems to know where the play is going before anyone else does – reminiscent of Zach Thomas in that manner. Will not have to come off the field for any situation. A team leader.
	Is not the supreme athlete that Maualuga is in this class. Will try to go for the big hit and miss some tackles. Will get caught up in blocks from time to time when he does not us his hands. 

	SUMMARY

	Laurinaitis is the type of football player that every team could use. Will make any defense better with his toughness, leadership, and football smarts. Makes up for what he lacks in athleticism with his smarts and recognition skills. His excellent intangibles are what separate him from the other top linebacker in this class, Maualuga. Has produced at the highest level in College Football and will be a Top 10 pick in this year’s draft. As mentioned before, a football player in the truest sense of the word.
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