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Last Name
First Name
College
Position
Final Grade

6030
266
4.67

	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5 

	Q.A.B
6.5
Quick Feet
6.0
C.O.D.
6.0
Flexibility
6.5
Coordination
6.5
	Vernon has very good speed and an excellent first step.  He really generates a lot of power in his stance, uncoils, and explodes out of the blocks like a track athlete.  Despite all the athleticism he showed in his post season workouts he seems to be more of a straight line athlete, as he had some difficulty changing directions and breaking down in space.  Has a bad habit of standing up and stopping his feet, killing his leverage.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	5.5

	Toughness
5.5
Clutch Play
5.5
Production
5.5
Consistency
5.5
Team Player
5.5
Pride / Quit
5.5
	For all his athletic talent, he does not always play up to his ability on the field, and disappears for long stretches at a time.  He fires off the ball consistently to rush the edge but takes too many plays off, struggling to hold the point of attack and really laboring in pursuit – more of an effort issue than a speed issue.  He seems to wear down as games go on, and does not give the same intensity at the end of games that he showed in the first half.  Does not make near as many plays as he should be able to. 

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	5.5

	Learn / Retain
5.5
Inst/Reaction
6.5
Concentration
5.5
	Hand usage is a skill that Vernon really needs to focus on – he struggles against cut blocks, and does not use his hands to keep defenders off his chest or set up pass rushing moves.  Must focus on maintaining good leverage, as he often gets lazy and stands up at the snap.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Body Type
6.0
	One of the questions about Gholston is where he will fit in the NFL.  He has a chiseled body but will need to add some weight if he is to play DE, as he is not strong enough at the POA, and may be better suited to play rush LB in a 3-4.  Has elite explosion off the snap, as he is consistently the first lineman out of his stance, and can gain the edge before the tackle is in position.  Broke his hand in 2005 and had to take a red shirt, but shows no lingering issues.

	Durability
6.0
	

	Explosion
7.5
	

	Play Strength
5.5
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	6.0
	READ & REACT
	Does not always hold contained
	Minnesota
Illinois
Michigan
LSU
	225 REPS
37
VERTICAL JUMP
37.5

BROAD JUMP
10’5
20 SHUTTLE
4.40
60 SHUTTLE
NA
3 CONE
7.12


	7.5
	INITIAL QUICKS
	Gains edge with ease off first step
	
	

	5.5
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Stops feet and loses leverage
	
	

	5.0
	USE OF HANDS
	Does not keep linemen off chest
	
	

	5.0
	SHED BLOCKERS
	Aggressive linemen can lock on
	
	

	5.5
	RUN AT HIM
	Struggles to hold POA
	
	

	5.5
	PURSUIT / RANGE
	Question his effort level
	
	

	5.5
	TACKLING
	Problems breaking down in space
	

	6.0
	CLOSING BURST
	Delivers hard hit if accelerates thru
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	5.0
	POWER RUSH
	Must use hands better
	SIZE
6.0
INITIAL QKS
7.5
PLAY STRENGTH
5.5
COMPETES
5.5
PLAY SPEED
6.0
INSTINCTS
6.0

	6.5
	SPEED RUSH
	Gets penetration w/ burst
	

	5.0
	ERRORS
	Not consistently productive
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	He was extremely impressive at the Combine and his Pro Day, showing top speed and athleticism for a DE.  Consistently gains penetration because of his burst off the snap - really looks natural and fluid coming out of his stance.  Can line up at a variety of positions and was recruited out of high school to play linebacker.

	Consistency is a concern with Vernon, as he must consistently play with leverage and learn how to use his hands effectively both to rush the passer and stand his ground against the run.  Struggles to adjust his body and change directions to make tackles.  Takes too many plays off and is capable of making more plays than he does.

	SUMMARY

	Vernon is this year’s “Workout Wonder,” who will be over-drafted based on his physical talents alone.  He is frustrating to watch on film as he seems to be strictly an up-field pass rusher who does not show the power and strength necessary to be an every down DE.  For all his speed he is also very slow in pursuit, not giving top effort on plays angled away from him.  He must also learn to be consistent with his technique, as he does not use his hands properly and relies on his speed and quickness to get up-field.  While Vernon certainly has great up-side, I would not be willing to spend a top 15 pick to get him, as so many project him to be.  He will need to be exclusively a situational pass rusher his first two seasons as he adjusts to the NFL and learns to play as either a DE or 3-4 rush backer.


