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249
4.65
15

	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	  6.5

	Q.A.B
7.0
Quick Feet
7.0
C.O.D.
6.5
Flexibility
6.0
Coordination
6.0
	For being such a big man, Rey has excellent sideline to sideline speed, and is capable of making plays in pursuit all over the field.  He shows the loose hips and excellent change of direction ability needed to flip and stay on his man when playing man to man.  Although he can clearly sink and drive through the runner, he has a bad habit of running too upright and out of control, thus struggling to break down consistently.  Has very quick feet which help him operate well in traffic.  Shows solid hand, catches the ball away from his body.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	7.0

	Toughness
8.0
Clutch Play
6.5
Production
6.5
Consistency
6.0
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
7.5
	Just the sight of Rey Lewis in the middle of Baltimore’s defense can intimidate opponents, and Rey had this kind of presence and aura at USC.  He is known for his relentless pursuit and always seems to make one or two sledgehammer hits in every game.  His aggression works against him at times, as he overruns too many plays, struggling to break down and tackle consistently.  He has the strength and attitude to step into the hole and take on and shed bigger blockers at the POA, and will prove to be productive in pass coverage as well because of his excellent athleticism.  

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	 SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Learn / Retain
6.0
Inst/Reaction
7.0
Concentration
5.5
	One of the best in the college game at reading and reacting – Does not hesitate once he gets a beat on the play.  Has improved his ability to diagnose plays correctly, - As a senior he was not often fooled by misdirection and play action like he was as an underclassman.  Quick to read screens and attack to blow up the play.  Does not see cut blocks coming, must learn to protect his legs.  Needs to focus on playing with consistent knee bend and leverage in order to improve his production.  His intelligence and ability to call out and make defense adjustments pre-snap is a concern.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Body Type
6.5
	While lacking ideal height, Rey has a very thick frame that clearly helps him play strong at the point of attack when utilizing a strong base and good knee bend.  Missed the Oregon game his senior year due to a sprained ankle, and hurt his hamstring during his combine workout.  Injuries could be concern considering how violently he plays the game.  Does not show the burst off his first steps to consistently threaten as a pass rusher, relying on quickness instead.

	Durability
5.5
	

	Explosion
6.0
	

	Play Strength
6.5
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	7.0
	READ AND REACT
	Reads and flat out explodes to the ball
	Virginia
Ohio State
Oregon State
Arizona

Penn State
	225 REPS
23
VERTICAL JUMP
DNP
BROAD JUMP
8-11
20 SHUTTLE
DNP
60 SHUTTLE
DNP
3 CONE
DNP


	7.0
	INITIAL QUICKS
	Great first step off the snap, gets on top of play in a flash
	
	

	6.5
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Shows excellent strength at the POA when using proper leverage
	
	

	6.0
	TACKLING
	Overruns the play at times because he gets so overly aggressive
	
	

	6.0
	SHED BLOCKER
	Has the strength to toss bigger linemen aside to make plays in the hole
	
	

	6.0
	RUN AT HIM
	Fills aggressively, clogs up the POA
	
	

	8.0
	PURSUIT / RANGE
	Rare pursuit skills for someone his size
	
	

	7.5
	CLOSING BURST
	Explodes into runner with scary force, will hurt opposing players in the NFL
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Shows excellent feet and hips in his drops, reacts quickly to the ball in the air
	ATH. ABILITY
6.5
INITIAL QUICK
7.0
PLAY STR.
6.5
COMPETES
7.0
PLAY SPEED
6.5
INSTINCTS
7.0

	6.5
	M / M COVERAGE
	Excellent speed to stay on the hip of most all RB’s and TE’s
	

	6.0
	PASS RUSH ABIL.
	Not as explosive a first step, must use hands consistently to keep blockers off
	

	5.5
	 ERRORS
	Needs to play more in control
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Violent, aggressive player known and feared for his bone-crushing hits and relentless pursuit skills.  Excellent athlete for his size, accelerates to top speed quickly and shows the range to get to the boundary and cover man to man in space.  Shows hip flexion needed to change directions in space.  Reads the play and attacks with top level aggression, does not hesitate.  Capable of taking on and shedding blocks at the POA.
	Gets overaggressive and runs high too often, causing him to overrun and miss tackles.  Has an off the field character issue that needs to be addressed, and some question whether he is smart enough to make the calls normally required of a middle linebacker.  Minor injury concerns must also be evaluated.  Not a consistent pass rushing threat.

	SUMMARY

	Rey has certainly gotten his share of the publicity at USC, and for good reason – He has the combination of size, athleticism, and aggressiveness that NFL coaches demand from top talent.  While he does have all the physical tools to be successful in any defensive system, he does, however, have his issues.  Most notably he plays out of control at times, and struggles to consistently finish tackles.  Also, while he does show outstanding closing speed on the ball carrier, he does not have the natural burst to be a consistent threat as a pass rusher.  While I love his pursuit abilities and playing speed, not to mention his natural athleticism which is clearly seen in pass coverage, I feel Rey may be best suited to play inside in a 3-4, where he won’t have quite as much responsibility in space.  Regardless of what type of defense the team that drafts him employs, if he keeps his focus on and off the field he has the potential to be a game changing linebacker, and is easily the best at his position this year.


